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Somcrirne in JLrnc 2 tllr4:

It's the.lcr.l ofnight in the Pacific. \{' i lcll l i, l caramrlran uith a creu of

tltrec, noses right irrto ir vicirrr.rs storm - otte ,rf clevctt it rv,-,trl,-l mcet hea.l

on hctuecr.r Chilc.rn,.l Frcr.rch Polynesir. A sncll( 1n the \,lst occan, tlre lroat

tl.rtrces uilcllv as it 's suirlLruerl in the shirJ,,u oiu rogrre uale. The eighteen-

tixrt litlrricl nlll .1,,e. its oqn elnncc', holering, thcn lrrnging firrwar,.l in a

crushing arc. The cres scirttcr like mrrhle. .rs thc sea fil ls the lcsscl: John-
Frc.lerick ("JF") Thle, the cirftirin, flips out of hc.l anJ hits the ccilingi Kirte

Hirgcnnan, the cook, cirt.lpults off the toilcr, ulmost l.rcirking hcr nose; and

l)anicl Michahelles, the first mate, hits thr fltxrr in thc galley anJ tuml.rles

tior.rrr :r tligl.rt of stairs.

Also in Jur.rc 21104:

The hoat is irpproirc lr ir.rg Easter lslanJ. lr'.s finirllv a perfect dav. W'ill l ifc is

sailing un.le r spinnake r an(l a lnlinsiril thirt sh()uts Wil.ll ifesail.org in 'ur .'c.r

to shining seir rnd crrrrics its eco-fricn.lly crc* to the urrrld\ most varictl

mirrine hahitats. Su.l.lenlv fi,ur fin rvhalcs, churacteri:ccl hy their grul'hacks

anel u'hite hellies, ,rppcar (m the starboarrl siJc. "Wlrales!" yells JE Eleryrrne

rirces uf r)n Jeck t,, cDgagc in a staring contest with s,,me of the ltrrgcsr crc'r-

tures ()n eirrth. (Jnc of rhe $ h,rles turns on irs sitlc ,rr.rJ holds its gir:e. The n,

likc a peacock sprea.ling its 1'luqng, it rolls,.rn its t,,rck an.l salutes the crc\\'

s ith its snou -u hitc l 'ellv - irn un,lenvtrter l 'hite tlag rvar-ing in unis()n \\' ith

\Vihllife s sail. Tcars of lu'e run clown the ohscrvers' fuces.

hese two scenes from one month in the thirty-three that f<rrmer Green-
wich resident JF Thye spent circling the g[rbe' (well, almtxt) captr.rre the

essence of the thirty<rne-year-olli drearn voyage: lt was a wild wrestling
match with nature and a love story bctwcen man and marine l ife, The
10,000-mile journey - from Europe to the Caribbean, around South
America and acr()ss the Pacific to Fiji - yielded a string of adventures

and, more importantly, an education in marine conservation for more than just the
k)at's crew. Wildryet itinerary targeted Wildlife Qrnservation S<rciety (WCS) pro;ects

where researchers collatxrrated with the crew, who in tum educated studenrs via con.
tenr on the Wildlife Sail wehsite. The forty-seven-frxrt catamaran provided a plarform

for research and trans;X)rtation to remote locations to which scientists otherwise would

not have had access. Sharing the boat and its resources with the scientists was like giv-

ing birds with clipped wings a chance to fly.
We first met up with JF in a sun.splashed room at his parentsJ elegant white Colonial

in Greenwich after he had cornpleted Will}fe's Atlantic crossing in 2003. The family
came to Greenwich, where JF raced sailboars at lndian Harbor Yacht Club, in 1996. >
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Brother King on Bequia lsland
in the Grenadine5, where he collects
hawkrbill sea turtle eggs and rears
the hatchlingsto give them a better
chanceofsulviving

A baby guanaco in
Patagonia, where the
guanaco population
has plummeted
because imported
English sheep deplete
their grazing areas
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"During the first eighteen years of my life, I had twelve major
surgeries on my left leg," explained JF, u'ho wns born u'ith one
leg shrrrter than the other Vcaring grey cargo pants and a blue
srveater, with a goatee and a thin l ine of fucial hair scurrying
along his jasi he appeared casual againsr rhe formalit l 'of the
gated estate. His soft voice, averirge build and gentle rlcmcanor
defied rhe image of a daredevil sailrr. "l woLrld spend months in
the hospital and a lot of time on crutches," he said. "l kept hav-
ing this recurring dream that I was flying across rhe water like a
bird. Sailing a catamaran is exacrly that experience."

His girlfriend Kare Hagennan, a yoga teacher wirh a cascirde
of blonrl curls and a face l ike Kare Hudson's, glided into thc
room. JF recounretl their mccting nt a gallerl ()pening in Ne$
Ycrrk thc previous fall: "We just kinrl ofcolli,lecl, and it changecl
our  l i ves . "  Kate ,  a  new add i t ion  to  the  c rew tha t  ha t l  su i led
across the Atlantic fnrm Spain in rhe French-built boar, chattcJ
at'out her recenr experiences on W'ill[/e in the Caribbean. Shc
left us so rhat JF coulcl continue wirh his srory.

JFs irther is frour Germanl', which is u'here JF grew up unril
moving with his Jad and Arnerican m(nn ro B()sr()n in 1987.
"My dad sailed in the Baltic," snirJ JF, "but I was scared ofsailing
as a boy." lr u'as only when his father got a heach sailor - "a
contrapti()n with thrce $'heels and :r windsurfing sail" - that JF
overcarnc his fear. Later on, sailing on a friend'-s twenty-five.ftxrr
catamarln in \Uestprrrt, Massachusetts, mntlc him feel rrs if he
had "wings to fly across the sca," JF recalled, adding, "l have
always retained my respect ofthc sca, but at that moment I kneu
I had to sail i t."

As reenagers, JF and Florian Wilken, a Cerman exchange
student who livetl with the Thye family in Boston in 1992,
hatched a plan to sailaround the rvorld ()n a catamaran one
day. By this poinr JF, rvho ha.l faced rhe possibil i ty of never
be ing  ab le  to  wa lk  normal ly ,  cou ld  wa lk  and run .  He had
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reason to believe in dreams coming true.
"Niam Expe.litions, my c()mpan)', cirmc akrut hecause as our

dream clevelopeel, we realizetl that sailing around thc world wrs
an experience Florian an.l I wanted to sharc with othcr peoplc,"

JF cxplained. September I I initially stalle.l their plans, hur rhel
finally pulled together enough spon$rs ro supplemcnt their own
suhstantial personirl investments. JF antl FLrrian enlistcd WCS
irs a research partner and secured the equipment they woul.l
neerl so the h()at could serve as a floating research irntl educa-
tional hub. After more than a year's coll irboration hetween
Christoph Bereiru, a boat architect, an.lJF, a Comell.c'ducateel
structural cngineer (who tlcsigned sornc ,tf the boat's interior,
srructural reinfrrrcements and part of rhe solar-poucreJ clectri,
cal system), Wildlrfe was reaely to go to sea.

A crew of six, including JFt and Florian's fathcrs, sailed the
first 1,800 nautical miles fr, 'm Gihraltar to the Caribbean at
thc cnd of 2002. The trip t,nk twenty.()ne da)s, Jrrring uhich
rhcy hit 5O-knot winds and l sailing speed of 27 knots. "That'.s
prctty fast for a sailboat," saiel JII explaining two advintitges of a
cilt i lularan: "lt 's faster than a hoat with one hull; ln.l the ts o
hulls, made of honeycomb, cnable the hr:rt to flrrar even if ir\
totally fl,loeleel." One of Wildfi/e's hulls cont:rins t\\() be.lrtxrms
:rnd a hathrrrrm; the othcr hol.ls the captain\ quarters. The gal-

lcy, .lining area and naligati()n station, akrng l ith the lnternet
conncction, are k)careJ in the middle of the hoat. A lrrrge tram-
poline offers prime viewing within inches of leaping dolphins
and pinruerting whirles. A highlight ofrhe first leg was spoting ir
pack of ten kil ler uhales.

After a fesrile Christmas in Martiniquc, JF and FLrrian picked

up Kate, and the trio sailed to the Grenlelines whcrc they mct
wirh a man called Brother King rvhoi trying ro save ha\r'kshil l
sea turtles, among the m,rsr endangered seir turtle spccies. King
runs a sanctuary on Bequia Island where he collects hawkshil l



sea turtle eggs and rears the hatchlings to improve their chances
ofsurvival.

After exploring the Tobago Keys, Kate flew back to the States
and JF and Florian geared up fo. the 2,800-mile treacherous
journey down to Salvador. "You're going against thc current,
wind and waves, so itl a pretty uncomfirrtable ritie," said JF "We
made many stops on the way and met fishermen in krg canoes
who had never seen a yacht before." In the shipt log, JF reflectcd
on the voyage.

March 24,2003
We live in tumulruotts cultural and" political imes. A circwn-

narigoting saibr comes in pedce, assisted b1 the wincl, hauing
enlured the rauness of the elements in or&r ro oisit a foreign
pLtce. A sdilor is fueled u,ith cuiosity uuJ resfrcct for the com-
mwrities and. ettironinenrs he oisirs. Flo ow)1, duing our vip
doun the South Amrict:tn coast, hlle be en greeted uith, hospi
nlitl , humiliry ud. big smiie s . As a rnajor uar has unfoltled in a
different part of the wuld, we are winressing the local chann of
communities filbd with people tj tlift'erent cobrs, Iit'estlbs and.
c ertoinlJ limited. ec onomic op1(n tun:rite s.

JF goes on to tell of three teenagers offering them a bowl of
fresh shrimp - trost of their catch of the day: "We had no local
currency and our foreign currencies were useless to them, since
they'd never seen a bank in their lives. \Ve gave them a botle of
wine, a Wiidlr/e T-shirt and a few coins from countries we had
visited. The boys said that they will make necklaces and earrings
from our coins to remember r.rs by." On another occasion, Wilili/e
got snared in a fishing fleet's net. The crcu expected a verbal
attack from the {ishermen, but instead one dove into the poten-
tially shark-infested wate$ and silently untangled the net. ln a
shou' of Wildlife Sail spirit, JF juniped into the waves and swam

toward him with a case ofbeer. "We urer each orher between the
hohbing boats," JF rel:rted, "forty miles au':ry from lan.l, in

thc middle of thc night, with nothing to holcl on to besides the
firm han,-lshake bstrvggl Lr5 - 1 unilersal gesture of peace antl

respect. Before I knew what to say, he placed two massive fish in
rny open hand."

There were some scary mornents as well: "C)ne night a com-
mercial f ishing boat camc within a hur.rdred fcet of hitt ing us.
Another night we anchored the boat and went in a little dinghy

to a part1. Then we couldn't find the boat. Ve didn't even have

a flashlight that was the most naive thing I did on the trip."
We next talkecl with JF last July at lndian Harbor Yacht

Club, where he and Kate (secretly engaged in the Grenadines

and newly married in a ceremony on Wldft/e ) had brought the

boat, along with Danicl Michahcllcs, an orangc-haircd Ger-
rnan with a slighr build whose first sail ing experience was rhe
Atlantic crossing. JF, now with a beard and broad shoulders,
appeared rnanlier; three years at sea had clearly agreed with

him, or three weeks of marriage had.

Following the trip down to Salvador, Florian retumed home,

nnd Kate and Daniel retumed to the boat. This trio was a con-
stant on Wildlfe for the rest of the trip, though a stream of
scientists, friends and relatives joined them on land ancl at sea.

In her written accounts, Kate described the next leg to Puert,r

Madryn on Argentinat southem coast as rough but punctuated

by the joys of marine life: Dolphins, "the all-star athletes of the
sea, spring in front of the bow, leap, f l ip and love applause."
After standing watch at night, she wrote: "The sun does rise, and
in its blinding orange rays I spot a troop of penguins squeaking
by. They kxrk totally vulnerable, and they are fine with it."

In Mar del Plata the crew conversed in Spanish about Ameri-

can foreign policy with the owner ofa Middle Eastem resraurant.

Kate tolcl about a gift they received: "The man left for a moment
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and returned with a smail teacup with

the inscription tr.,elcome in Arabic. He

placed the tiny cup in my hand and said,
'Please take this cup as a message to the

American people, and tell them that not

all Arabs are bad."'
Peninsula Valdes off Argentina's coast

is "the last truly wild place," Kate said,

but reported that humans are starting to

impacr the whale p,,pulation hy leatine

trash uncontained. "Because of this, the

seagull population has proliferated and

developed a habit ofpecking at the backs

of right whales. The whales get infected

and stop nursing their babies earlier so

they can get away from the birds. No

other seagull population 'hunts' whales

like this."
In Patagonia, where the crew slenr six

months, they learned that unchecked

commercial f ishing r. eliminating cenain

marine species. "Marine animals from all
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,rver the u,orld come here to fec.l," JF
sa id .  " l f  rhe  fooJ  a t  the  bo t tom , r r  rne
chain,.l isappears, the rest of the ecosvs-
rern rvil l  collapse."

"The a lba t ross ,  pengu in ,  rvha le  an t l
. r ' . r l  r r r .  r r l l  L :1 , ' l ' ; r l l l  th r r : r tc r rLJ  . l t . r r . .

elue to the tishing industry's strLrnghold
here," Kate ohscrve.l. lncensed hy rvhat
thcr  l .a r t te . l  1 l ' , ,111  I1 r l -11  1  i  (  .  .  r  p  I  ,  '  r  t  r  r  r  p
the area, the creu u:rnteJ t() record their
f in . l ings  on  f ihn .  "On ly  do  tha t  i {  1ou
hirr e n tlearh u rsh," rvirrned the krc:rl sci-
entists. Thev heetleJ the advicc hut are
involved in ir duumentary firr CNN; antl
their rrhservatrrrns, along u,ith scientif ic
fin.l ings fron the Se:r & Sky projcct ro
pro tec t  the  mar ine  ecos)s tem o f  the
Patagonian Shelf, h:rve been presented to
c()untries involled in the areir anJ thc
IJN conserr':rtion conrmunity.

The Wildli/c team rvorketl closely
rr,ith Clau.l io Carnpagna, a VCS

-Ja mie C,ol l ins Photographer
' : " - l .  1o1.s i+. t : ;1 .  too w;rsh ington 5t ,  Norwal [ ,  ( .1 '  o ;s i+

w w \ , . l l  m  i e c o  l l i n s p h  o t ( ) q r a  p  h . 1  . . . ,  t
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One Woman Alone at
Sea with a Crew of Men
(Excerpts from Kate's jtruma-,

FurylBliss: "1 g()r in a fight
lr ith onc of the crcrvrnen ()\'cr d
mis()g) nistic conrmenr hc nradc. I Nas
rcaly to ualk t,r the closcst airport -

rlhich rqas j,000 nrilcs awly. As I rvas
Nriting in mv teilr-sririned Lliaq, three
(1, lnm,.'rsLrni .ltrlph ins appcared.
They circled the boat three times anrl
rrache.l their srrcct hcaks ,,rrt of rhr:
* atcr an.l l! ' t  mc lct their \ i( lcs. Ir
rvas the s,orst anrl hcst drv of m), l i fe."

Vanity: "Vhile the guys sere busv
tl ing rhc hoat to shore, I u.rul. l snelk
ir hot slrower, with organic shavrng
cr..rrrr, ,rrrJ ui( rr) (ncrll!-:uLklr!

hairJncr aoncc-t.monrll
indulgcncel"

5trength: "We anchored the t'oat
near Ghcier HolanJa, a 10,00L.1-)ear-

Lrld liozen blue river, and t,xrk a dinghy
trr shore. lt rvas hrw tide ancl rve run
into a little uouble. I said, 'Not ro
\\orry guys, my recl ruhber bor)rs you
make fun of are jr.st rlrovc thc
latcrl ine, so I s i l l  pull youl'Pull the
.linghy to shorr rvith ftrur capal,le men
,rlraiJ , ' f rhc frer:inE ., JJ rlrut r i.
t'xacrly whar I rliel."

Res ignat ion :  "Ar  G lac ic r
HolanJa, I u,alltcll lny own view awly
trour thc l-rorr ling nten. I rtxrk ir rctute
thar s irsn\ nirrkcJ. The tncc got
stccpcr by the step, and soon I was
scirl ing rhe side of the mountain,
clinging to cracketl rotten ro()ts and
chippe.l r,rcks. When I reached the
top, I l as covereJ ir.r l. lack ., ' ,,t, dirr.
leavcs, grass srains. and nv hraitl rr as
rrnd,,nc. Ihumhly acccfteri thar
siL:ncc u'as a disti lnt f irntrst,anJ tt lrk
tLr the l.rurish rcr of lell ing lnirnal
sounds $ ith the gu)s."
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scicntist uho heirds rhe Sc:r & Sk,, cam-
paign.Vildl/e t()ok Cirnrfirgna an.l his
assistant to tw() previ()usly inacccssible
islanrls off the Patagoniirn c()irst th:rt
ha.l trtr. l i t ionull l been m.rjor hrceeling
colrnies ftrr scals lnd scl l i trns. "Ve Jis-
covcreJ .  evcn  th , ' r r rh  i r  t \ ; r :  cuhhrng
seas,,n, nonc,tf the seil ls Nere hree.l ing,"
says JE "Our observarions posed the elucs-
tion: What happcne,J here that mir.le
breetiing seals move au a1l"

K . r re  an . l  IF  rvc re  in rpre . ' . J  h1  the
llamr-like gulnircos, descrihed by Kate
as a cross herrveen a giratG and a.lrer:
"Thcy  u 'a lk  l i ke  emperors  and gra :e
thc  deser t -sc i rpe  o f  Patagon ia . "  She
sa id  the i r  popu la t ion  h ls  p lumrneted

f rom seven mi l l ion  ro  under  400,0L ]0
becatrse they have to cornpete for graz-

ing  land u  i th  rhe  i rn f 'o r ted  Eng l ish
shecp, rvhich arc morc valued hy c,rm-
mcrc ia l  in te rcs ts  fo r  the i r  woo l  and
meat. (Benetton o\\ 'ns over twelve mil-
l ion  hcc tarcs  o f  shecp fa rms in  rhe
irrcrt. ) The slrccp havc firrced thc gua-

n l c o s  ( ) u t  o f  t h e i r  l n c i c n t  g r . t : r n g

t rount ls ,  JF  sa i , . l ,  ln . l  f cnces  f , r r  the
shcep pas turcs  p revent  the  nornad ic
guanacos from migrating.

The c res  mac le  mul t ip le  a t te rn [ ] rs
to  round C i rpe  Horn ,  wh ich  JF ca l l s
"a saiLrri Mount Everest." It was "u'i lLl,

\\ ' ind), free:ing, unpreJictahle and scar]
as  hc l l l "  Once succcss fu l ,  "We got
nake.l, drank Champagne and smoke.l
ciglrs," Kate said. "You hatc to gcr a l it-
t le  c ra :y  a f tc r  do ing  someth ing  l i ke
t l r r r t l "  Ar  rhc  U: rpc  thcy  i l i rnbeJ  s t r r r .
uP the  s teep mounta ins i , . le  to  a  $  ind-
beatcn  shack .  There  rhey  gor  rhe i r
pissf()rts stamped and dropped ofT some

f r ( , \  i : ' ron :  u i t l r  the  f . rn r r l l  rhar  l r r , . .  in
thc l ighthouse and reccives ahotrr ren
\'rslt()rs per ycilr.

Thc remain.ler of thc trip inclucierJ
adventures  invo lv ing  thc  g lac ie rs  o f
Ch i lc  (such i rs  lnchor ing  by  acc ic lcnr
r r r  , r  q l . r i i c r  i te  f l , ' r r  ) .  . r  l l r rn r l - lun l l . inq
. i r r r . - . 1 : r r  r l r l , t ( r , ^ .  r h c . r , , r m l  P : r t i l i r ,
rhe  inces t  anJ  n lcoho l is rn  among ls la
Roh inson Crusr re 's  e ighr l  -one inhah i -
tirntr, the ero.lc.l srri l  of treclcss Easrer
Islan.l an.l rhc French Polynesiirns u ho
hr,rught the creu' stalks u, ith hunclreds

of  hanan i ts  fo r  h rerk fas t .  The WCS
high l ighr  \1 ls  a  m( )nrh  in  F i j i ,  where

the crew worked rvith Davicl Olsen, rhc
pres ident  o f  !?CS F i j i ,  and  h is  w i fe

Linda Farlcy, rvh,r arc tr) ' ing to estab-
l i sh  a  rnar ine  wor ld  her i t i rgc  s i te  ro
protcct the area. "Fij ian reefs are am(rng
rhe mosr  p roduc t ive  and in t i rc t , "  JF
sirid. "Seven ncw fish specie's wcre founLl
.luring one ru'o-week perio.l in 200J."
The scientists also hale lbunrl eyidence
of coral rejuvenating afier being dam,
r tgc . l .  I  h i .  unu.ua l  c ( \ rJ l  hch . tv i , ' r  anJ
the richness ()f this lrrarine hahitat make
the  miss ion  to  cur t l i l  the  huge to l l  o f
c(mrmerci:l l  f ishing even more urgent.

Though Wi ld l i / c  con t inued f rom
Aust ra l ia  to  F lo r i . ln  nhoar . l  I  yach t

transporter, ths s1clv - {acecl u'ith l
return datc they nectled to lneet - \\,as
content u'ith FLrridir to Masslchuserrs
bcing rheir last lcg. They ha.l g,rne t,,
thc  eJger , , i  the  e i i r rh  r rnJ  haJ  cxp<r i -
ences  as  r i ch  as  rhe  $a tc rs  ( ) f  F i j i .
They  learned va luah le  less , rns :  "how

. l ras t i ca l l y  we are  de f le t ing  the  sea 's
resources; horr little lan.l therc is on the'

l ' l . r n e t ;  l t , ' w  c , r r h , ' n  J i , ' x i J c  (  n r i . . i , ' n .
a rc  tu rn ing  the  ( )cc i rn  in to  a  carbon
s ink ;  horv  the  k i l le r  s  ha le ,  l r  the  t . rp
o f  the  fo , , r l  cha in ,  i s  now the  most
t()xic orgilnism in thc uotl. l; h,,w lnuch
\\ ' i l tet nlcans; hoN t,, conserve tnerg,,,
rcsourccs an.l foo.l." The trio is working
on a  book  and e . l i r ing  hours  , r f  f i l rn

fi,r ' tagc. "Tl.re three rrf us are ver) pas-
sionirte nhorrt conservitt i()n ,rf thc sea,"
said jF. "!?e want t() f igrrre out ho\\ ' \\ 'e
cln m.tkc a Jifferencr."

Wiidli/c is ti)r srle in rhe Chesapeake.
One chaprcr in the Thyes' book of cata,
maran ad\.cnture:. ir. coming ttr a ckrsc,
hut it srrn't hc the lrrst. "We hofe to sail
in latagonia agitin \r 'hen *e hlve chil-
. l ren , "  Karc  sa id .  " ( )n  a  ca t i lm i l ran ,  o f

c r r r r rse .  I f  thcy  inYcnt  i rn  i cc -c lass  ca t ,
t h ; r t  i . .  l i r t , ' t  J F  r r r l l  p r , , h l l ' l y . l e . r g n
,  ' r r r ' .  l n  r h ,  r n r , r n t i r n L  J F r r r l l h e  g i r r n r :

serninaas on rnarine c()nsen ati(n! and tne
c,ruple has h,.rught it house in (lnrrison,

Ncw Ytrrk. The vieqs uren't quirc us goo.l

as in their prelious ul.ode, [.ut filer ror]uc
s aves an.l tnore hot sh(lilers xre nice firr

. r  u  hr le  . !


