
The Action in Miami's Design District
\\here in S()uth l;loridl do \ou fincl ntrnrcr,
ous p(xhrcti()n companies. photogfirphcrs.
itnd (;cmun catak)g teams'1 Soutlr lk'.tch,
riglrt'1 No. S()utll lkaclt is whert, rrru lirrd
morc to\\'tnrcks (han padiirrg spots. nr(lrt-
l'l.Jda-lrag-lx'fing shoppcrs tlun pft tc-ssi(nt-
ill poscrs. and k)ts of disgnmtlcd fashi(r]
fi)llis $atclring thc nra-sses slidc pi-Lsl tltc \(.l-
\ct ropcs oi thcir secrct \rIP pat:tdisc. makc
tllcmsclvcs c1)nrfi)rtable. and slo$ l[ shrlvc
thc modeling industn into a c()mcr.

s.)uth l|( i l(h lus [ '\t i ls l l .t\ '( 'r- its
./r'ls)', do$1t-t()<':rrtlt ftrel'.' laments Na(lia
\hxlrik. l)ircc()r of Mcn s Board/W(ntrcn s
It)xKl. In Scpt(mbcr Shahrik tumcd hcr
brck (nr thc crazincss. c()mmcrl-ial cxpan-
rion. rilf--nfl.:uld rising rcnt. and r(x)k ltcr
.tqenc\' ovcr thc qttN('\it\ to -\tiami s qu:rint
etnterof :rrt and clcsign:the Design l)istrict.

While Shalrrik is
thc finit agcnt t<l nrore
into thc nciglrbor-
h(x)d- thc guincx
pil l -nun)e()us indus-
tn rclati\cs ffc b| hcr
si(le (,\r(isrr\
Ili[ragenrent). ()f (l()$ n-
stairs (lndustrl
I)()ductions). or tkr$ n
thc street (l)xv l,ight
Miami. ' l  honrils
Hcidcmann P(xhlcti(ms.
Wild Site Prodtrctiorrs.

AIXI (l()sftmrc Sllolr.I-({.I)(;ritphics... ). l loss
Po$ ers multi-tacctcrl nrcgr-studio is alvr
(lown thc strcct-and hm lxcn firr olcr tt
dccadc.

'''I'wclvc vclrs agr this xrea lu)kcd likc
1 ghost to$'n.llrrc $cr(- ciglltv h()ntclcss
pcople liling undcr the l)ridgc. and all thc
buildings \lithin fitn 1:rrds of m! pft)lx'm
$crc boanlcd up. silvs l)csign Disrict pi(>
nccr Ross ll)\rrs. -llc()plc told me. \iru re'
critn t() m('\c t() thcrc. and l()u re crii k)
build a studi<l! N() onc w lts to shoot in a
studio in Miamil but. cxplains Powcrs. ls
thc industn grc-w studi()s hccame nccc$
s:14'- P()wcrs re'p()rts thxt alx)ut eight stu-
dios lra\e p()pprd up in his ncighlx)rh(xxl
since then-al(nrg $ itlr "k)t!' of photogiJ-

l)lrcr\. produ((irnr (ortrD.rnirs. nHgruirx\.
cde's. gallcries. and cclebrin shoppcrs Isuch
xsl (iher and Michacl.lrcksr>n -so thc loca-
ti,rrr cftrsrr't s((nr l(x, cnl;/\ :t l icf. l l l

With a photo strr(lio. crfc. fivc bars,
thrcc stages. thrcc an gilllerieii. irnd ftx)Ilop
and bacl('ard studi()s in thc worlis. Pogr:rs
hils all the facilities ncccssxn to rcalizing his
motto: Pftxlucti(m b\' (lil\: lx'rfbrmance bY
night: llc is crcatirrg ()l:rF)rtunities f()r bur'
geoning talent bv hosting crcnts $hich
combinc fishion sh()\!s.li\e nltlsic.art opcn'
ings. and lishion slt(x)ts. ()f coursc thc
incltrstry.f<rcuscd guest list ntcans morc
cxposurc firr thc budding l)csign Disrict.

Itiami Intcnriltionnl Studios is considcr-

ing thc l)csign District

f i rr  i ts mannloth

rrrotioll Picturcfi!' 
.rc:a

c(nrplcx."lt will be th{r first ()f its 
=nt

I

Fft"=

k i r ( l  in  I {unr i .  s ,ns  l ) r ' tn r
Kaplalr. President. -rr itlr tlrc lx'st 1 l :
()l l..A. moldcd to tlrc lliilnri nrxr'
kctl V'hile lli urri lkllch is thc
first choice. liaplan citcs c(nrgc|;
t i(n. cit\ '<)$ned pft)pcrt\: and L-
spacc limitations as ncglti\cs- -
n()nc ()f $hich appl\ k) thc
l)(sign District. I)rirwiolt par:l l lcls to
I krllYrvrxxl s histon, Kilplxn pr(),ccts up to a
tcnji)ld increasc in pfl)pcrt\' \'alue
\\'hcrc'\'cr thc complcx is c(nrstnrctcd. Afc
rrlr dicianl Solk<rs st'eing stani lnd dollar
srllrls vctl

''I kxrk at numbcrsl xrvs Shahrik. and
nl\ billings are' up -lo pcre-cnt since the
nr()\'c.A lot s happening ()\cr thc causewa) ! '

''S()uth lleach rkrs oflcr l(xations, the
Art l)cc(' backdn)p. thc bcach . . . and it will
.t lw \| '  h(' inrp()nanl l(r l lr( irt(hl\ ln. l lssurcs
l)irwcrs. -hut touri\nl \\ ill inx (. .lluin pre.
d()nrinatc thcrc.llc Dcsi!+r l)istrict is nec'
css:tn t() tllc industn'-'

Altcr a leisurcll drivc thnrugh the vne
strccts of the DesiSn l)istrict. the causcwa_y
spit nre out into bumpcr-t(>bumper boat
slx)w tr.tffic on Alt()n R()ird. I pcered back
ovcr llis!-a\'nc Bav s tranquil l rl,rc *atcm.iurd
... I sirw thc light at thc end (t tlrc causewa\l
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