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T O W N  H A L I  T R E E  L I G H T I N C  C E R E M O N Y
"Let there be light!" Thart the proclamation that
used to accompany the l ighting of the Christmas
tree in town, an annual tradition that supposedly
dates back to just after li?orld r,l ar ll (rhough no
one-not even s()me retirees in Florida----can con.
firm that. Does anyone our rhere rememberl).
Another rumor has it rhat sometimes a rabbi spoke
before the illumination of this traditionally Christ-
ian symbol. This also remains unproven, but it is a
fact that the "Chrisrmas Tree Lighring" has evolved
into the "Tree Lighting" over the years. The younger
set won't miss the reverend or rabbi because Santa
and Mrs. Claus, Rudolf and Frosty will be in atten-
dance offering free candy canes and mechanical
reindeer rides. Greenwich High Sch@l Choir sings
carols each year at rhis fun event.
DATE & T IME:  l  ) t ' , - l . '  t l re  r '  + .  . l  . lS  f ( )  +  l ( )  l )  l l
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F r R S T  U G H T  F E S T t V A L ,  O L O  G R E E N W T C H

"Ten years ago the rnerchants in Old Greenwich

organized this festival as a thank you to the commu-
niry for their patronage over the years," explains

John Martello of Sam's Package Store. "lt was such
a success that it became an annual tradition." Each
store offers something different, from wine tasting at
Sam's to free roses at the flower shop. "lt'.s one ofour
favorice rraditions," says Old Greenwich resident,
Kim-Marie Evans, rhe mother of frrur. "The kids
look forward to it every year, and they know exacrly
which shops have hot cocoa or magicians. The toy
store gives away a roy; and their favorite, the bagel
shop, tums into a kid's disco!" The event also fea-
tures horse-drawn carriage rides and, of course, the
lighting of the Christmas tree.
D A T E  &  T I M E :  l ) t i L r t r l r r ' r  i  ( ,  l r , f  I r t l

I  tur r t t  t l rc I  ; t i r '
C  H  R  I S T M A S  O N  R O U N D  H I L I

This holiday fair originated in the 1920s, when
women would get together to knit, quilt and make
an array of handcrafted items that would be sold at
the fair. "We went retro about five years ago and
restarted that tradirion," says Linda Kinney, the
administrator. Experienced teachers lead a class of
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enthus ias t ic  vo lun teers  each week.  Th is  year 's
results include wooden wastebaskets, animal-shaped
k ids '  s too ls ,  and Negoro  Nur i - laquered p ic tu re
frames. Ar the fair, kids wil l love rhe free magic
shows (at noon and 2 p.m.), photos with Santa in
his sleigh and train rides on the Round Hill Express.
"A clever ft,rmcr sexron builr rhe trarn u\ing a lrac-
tor engine," says master crafter Alice O'Gorman.'{lr
lasted thirty-five years and was only just refur.
bished."
o A T E  &  T t M E :  I ' n  r  r r ' r r  l ' . r r  t r  1 r 1 1  l ) 1 ' ; i  1 1 1 1 r 1  1

+ .  ( )  I r J  ( )  
|  t t t  l , t t t  , ' r  l ) ( ( f f r l ) \ ' r  i  l r l  . t . n l

l \ )  +  P  n l
P r A c E :  l i ( \ l r ( l  l l i l l  t  , ' I r r r r I r r r I i t \  l l ' j L r \ ( .

t ( ) -  l i t , r r . l  I  l r l l  ] i , ' . r J
l N F O R M A T I o N :  S ( ' ,  t  I | . t I  r  ,  ,  u  f . l  l r  r  l  l .  ,  '  ] r  r
l l  ) l  l l ) 1 1 \  a  l l  l l l i  l l  ! ,  r  l

D.
It'r easy to t.t In on the fun of the

Audubon annual bird count

\ t t , . l t tL , , , r  r  l t ' : t i r  i t i t 's
A N N U A L  E I R D  C O U N T
In l9l l, the year rhis radition began, counrers uri-
lized a straighrforward method oftallying birds: they
shot them. "Whoever broughr in the biggest pile of
dead birds won rhe competit ion," says naturalist
Brian O'Tbole ar Audubon Greenwich. The bird
count has evolved over the years. No more guns or
contest. "Now we just use binoculars," says O'Toole.
One of the largest bird surveys in rhe country, the
Christmas Bird Count wil l take place on Sunday,
December 20, from midnight to midnight. The
results help track changes in popularion and migra-
tion patterns. Participants can join a field team or
jusr observe rheir backyard feeders. Different shifrs
accommodate borh early birds and nighr owls.
I  N  F O  R  M A T I  O  N :  f i ( ) i )  i l - 1 .
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W I N T E  R  S O I S T I C E  F  E S T I V A I .

lf you'd prefer to count your blessings, Auduhon, in
conjunction with Musica Plenti, is hosting a feel-
good festival during the first two weekends of
December. "The solstice is a time for hope, for celc-
hrating Cod\ crearions and narure," says Musica
Plenti cofounder Joe Humphrey. "The music wil l
reflect the theme of the birth and rebirth of rhe
Earth. Also, let's face it, we've gone through incred-
ib ly  tough economic  t imes,  wh ich  can make
Christmas difficult. We want to remind people that
not everything is wrapped up in material goods."

Performers include the Greenwich Performing Arts
Stud io ,  Mus ica  P len t i ,  the  Bows and the  Good
News Gospel Choir. The sponsors hope this event
wil l become an annual one. "We love the idea of
bringing in rhe arts to celebrate the season and
nature," says Karen Dixon, Audubon Greenwich
director.
D A T E S :  l ) ( , ( r r l , ( r  i  ( r  l l . ] | r ( l  I l
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l \  l t  t r  t t  tn  l l r ( '  \ n '
C H O R A L  S O C I E I Y  C H R I S T M A S  C O N C E R T

This tradition dates back some eighty years. "We do

fes t i ve  mus i c  and  se r i ous  c l ass i ca l  mus i c  i n te r -

spersed with carols and audience parriciparion,"

:
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music. Atcheson has conducted the Messiai in the
area for the past twenty,five years, so itt certainly a
longstanding personal tradition. He conducts the
choir, soloists, and chamber orchestra, while also
accompanying on rhe piano. "My hands are flying,
my feet are flying," says Atcheson. "l love it!"
oATE5 & l lME:  I )cccrnbcr  5 ,  3  p . rn .
(fir//,,u',:J I'1' ,r t:/rlrvrrr,rs r,rr)
PLAcE: l()l Trconic l{0rrtl
I  N  FoRMATIoN :  s t r rn r r  i chchr r r . -h .o rg

says longtime Choral Society singer Anne Low.
"This year we are doing a work by Stephen Paulus

["So Hallow'd ls the Time"], which we commrs.
sioned him to *tite for us in 1980. I have the origirul,
autographed, handwritten score, so the song is
nosalgic for me." The progam also includes Libby
l-arsen! 'Canticle of Mary."
DATES & TrMEs:  L ) r ' cenrber  5 .  +  p . ln . i

L)cccrnbcr 6. + iurrl 7 P.rn.
pLAcE:  ( l l r r i s t  Cht r rch .  :S- l  l : r rs t  [ \ r t l r r  r r
.-\r crrtrc
INFORT Af lON:  6 l t  Sr  l ( r .
grccrtu icltcltor,t lsocict\.or{

STANWICH CONGREGATIONAT CHU RCH /UEJS,AH
This will be the founh annual Messi.eh here, *ranla to
the spacious new church built a few years ago to
replace the one built a few hrndred yean ago. "The old
church was just roo small. Sometimes modemizing
fosters tradition," says Randall Atcheson, director of

A  CAROTER,S CHRISTMAS AT ST.  BARNAAAS
C H U R C H
This year the Concen Choir at St. Bamabas
celebrates the ioy of the searcn with intemational
flair. Carols will be sung in French, Spanish and
English. Conductor and Music Director Michael
Roush explains: "fu we know, the lovely traditions
rhat we think of as an 'American Christmas' have
actually come from other cultures and countries."
Audience panicipation is a big part of the concert
and all voices are welcome.
DATE & T tME:  l )cccnrLr t ' r '  I  J .  S  p .n l .
(fo//,,rr', J l,y a po.,r-corr,: rr rcttpthr)
P lAcE:  ( ) i - l  L r tkc . \ rcDr r t
INFORMATION:  6 ( r l  SS. l . ( r .
stbilrnilt) i ls{reccn\ ich or'!

ROB MATH E5 CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Since 1991, Rob Mathes has made his Christmas
concert an annual tradition. A documentary of the
1993 event, I VJant m Hear the Bells, and another
PBS TV special, Christmas Is Coming; Rob Mathes
cnd Friends, have contributed to the Old Greenwich
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native's reputation as a legendary musician (not to

mention his role as music director ofthis year's inau-
gural "We Are One" concert for President Barack

Obama). "[t's a real mix of styles and traditions-not
you! typical sing-along-to-carols concert," says T.D.

Ellis, Rob's cousin, and owner of The Music Source
in Old Greenwich. "The musicians playing with him
are rop rare: Will Lee from the David Letterman

show is playing (bass); Shawn Pelton, the drummer

from the Sattrdal Nighr Liue band; guitarist Billy

Masters; and a six- to eight-piece hom section." The

concerts will benefit the Making Headway For-rnda-

tion and the Max Scotti Fund in support ofbrain

cancer research and treatment.
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F I R S T  C O N C R E G A T I O N A L  C H U R C H  M E S S  I A H

This performance, in its forty-third year, combines

the talent of a twenty-piece professional orchestra,

professional soloists, a community chorus of 100
singers, and former Greenwich Symphony concert
master  Dor , . r thy  Happe l .  "Evervone who come.
thinks it 's magical," says John Stansell, director of

music. "The orchestra returns year after year and

many say it would not be Christmas without this

Messiah."
D A T E s  &  T r M E 5 :  l J t , r ' r r r l . . t I  t , t  r r f . i  l L r  +  I '  r r
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C A R O L s  B Y  C A N D L E L I G H T  A T  C H R I S T  C H U R C H

This year marks the seventy-fifth anniversary of

rhe chorr ar Christ Church. Srnce rheir inception,

the choir has carried on this tradition based on

the Christmas Eve Festival of Nine Lessons and

Carols, f irst introduced in 1918 at King's College

Chapel at Cambridge and broadcast l ive by the

BBC since 1928. (So cherished was this tradition

there that the concert went on even duting World

\ fa r  l l ,  in  the  f reez ing  co ld  chape l  tha t  had

neither glass in the windows nor heat.) The con-

cert includes music by Handel, Tavener, Tall is,

Stanford and lifeir.

D A T E  &  T t M E :  l l , ' . (  n r [ ] a r .  l ( )  ;  P  l r l
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T O W N  P R O D U C T I O N
For the past decade and a hall the town of Green-

wich has presented a children's Christmas show,

such as a puppet show, movie or l ive play. The

Hampstead Stage Company has performed for the

las t  severa l  years ,  and th is  year  they  w i l l  warm

hearts with the Dickens' classic, A Christmss CarcI.

o A T E  &  T I M E :  l ) (  (  (  l l r l r . l -  I .  I  f r  r r r

P L A C E :  l i .  r r . { l r '  r  r ,  \ \ ,  \ r '  r r  ,  i \  i ,  {  '  r , l ,  I

l l . )  I ' . ' r r rb t  ru  i c l i  l i o . r . l

I N F o R M A T I O N  &  T I C K E T S :  s i  r l t  t l l L  (  r '  i ,
(  (  r l ( r ' r I  g l (  a ] r \ \  i (  l l a  l  0 l L

5 C  R O O G  E  A T  B U S H - H O I . L C Y

ln a tradition that has developed in recent years,

No Strings Marionette Company brings A Chrisrmas

Carol to life with a cast ofeighteen large-scale mari-

onettes. Seasonal refreshments wil l be served."
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Fami l ies  can combine  the  en ter ta inment  o f  th is

classic holiday srory with a hisrorical tour of the
Bush-Holley House and gallery.

D A T E s  &  T I M E s :  I ' r , 1 ' ; . 1  I  ' l 1 , 1 t t  I l . . ,  r l r l r ,  r
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T H E  N U T C R A C K E R ,  S U N Y  P U R C H A S E
ln their sixteenth production of T/re Natcracker, the
Purchase Dance Corps wil l perform along with
gues t  a r t i s ts  f rom the  Pennsy lvan ia  Ba l le t ,  and
ahout  250 k ids  many o f  them f rom Fa i r f ie ld
County. Greenwich youngsters Sarah Better and
Lily Cosgrove will play Clara. Lily's morher, Marie,
used to be a professional dancer in New York. Little
sister Esm6 gets in on the act as well, as a mouse.
Area boys  fa red  jus t  as  we l l  in  the  aud i t ions .
Vladimir Reed of Greenwich and Jack Eschricht of
O ld  Greenwich  bo th  landed the  ro le  o f  Fr i t z .
Numerous local children eight from the Country
Day School alone-will be perfrrrming.

D A T E S :  L ) r ' . !  t ) r L r ,  I  I  i  t , ( i l 1 L  r l ,
( '  1 ' ,  1 ,  ' ,  ' ,  1 ,  " .  I
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T H E  N U T C R A C K E R ,  S T A M F O R D  C E N T E R  F O R

T H E  A R T S  ( T H  E  P A L A C E  T H E A T R E )

The Connecricut Bal let has done hundreds of per-

formances al l  over New England, but this year's

Nlrcraci<er will be their firsr in their home theater.

"Going to Tlw Nurcracker is an American tradition

du r i ng  t he  ho l i days , "  says  B re t t  Ra fae l ,  a r t i s t i c

director. "That rr:rdir ion was in jeopardy ar The

Palace, but we're resurrecting it." This performance

fearures "all rhe bells and whistles, including falling

snow," he adds. Many kids from thc Crccnwich area

are involved.

D A T E S  &  T I M E S :  l r '  l '  ,  : ,
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I  t ' r t  I  i r r  t ,
C A R D E N  E D U C A T I O N  C E N T E R

H O I . IDAY TEA

In i ts eighth year, the GEC Holiday Tla promises

gourrnet goodies, punch, charnpagnc and tca along

with a si lent and l ive aucrion. "D:rughters, grand-

daugh te rs  eve ryonc  can  f a r t i c i pa te ,  whc the r

they  make  a  two -do l l a r  o r  two -hund red  do l l a r

investment," says Adrienne Parker, GEC manag,

i ng  d i r ec to r .  " l t ' s  a  n i ce  way  t o  g i ve  back  t o  t he

community. Through Neighhor to Neighbor, we

donate gently used books and pajamas and food."

A hot cup of tea and the opportunity to feed a fam-

i ly for a month sounds l ike a perfect way to take

the chill out of December.

New this year will be a morning of firmily fun the

fol lowing day: breakfast with Santa, hol iday tr im-

mrng workshof ' '  (wrearh., holrJay green\. f . inec,,ne
birr l  feeders and miniature Christmas trees) nnd

horse-drawn carriage rides.

H o L t D A Y  T E A l a u c T t o N :  I  ) ( ,  |  | r i r L  r  r  I  t , ,
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Since 1987, the candlel ighr t<rur of the

beautifully decorated circa.1730 Bush-Hol-

ley House hia been taking visiton back to a

time of simpler, elecronic-free Christmases.

Costumed guides, chi ldren's crafts, enter-

tainmenr and re{ieshments make this a great

family ouring. "There\ nothing like a his-

toric house in candlel ighr," says Baroara

Freeman, former program coordinator.

"lt glows. lc touches everybody."

D A T E  &  T I M E :  l  ) L  i L  r r l ' ,  r  t  l

I  l t r  { i  l i  i l l
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H S T C  H  O  I . I O A Y  H O U S E  T O U  R

Continue ir q'alk through rhe past and gor-

geous  homes  o f  G reenw ich  w i t h  t he

Historical Society's twenty-fourrh annual

Holiday House Tout. The tour is part of

Anriquarius, a fifiy.two-year tradition rhat

a l so  i nc l udes  t he  Greenw ich  An t i ques

Show, arr/design events and a holiday bou-

t ique.

D A T E  &  T r M E i  |  )  , ' l r L ,  , r  l ,  '  r ,
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B O U T I O - U E

First held in 1998, this event offers great

Christmas finds with twice the feel-good

potential-as shoppers wil l  not only be

fi l l ing rheir hags wirh grfrs, br.rt  also giving

l5 percent to the Breast Cancer Alliance.

Forty ro fifty vendors attend, selling every-

thing from cufflinks to cashmere sweaters,

sporting goods to srationery'.

D A T E s  &  T I M E s :  l ) , , ,  r t t l ' .  r  t

&  R E G I S T R A T I O N :

Gll't gift' <.n .lw.t6
found.t th. 8..art c|

(gtlTorru.Sot

Where d id  you get  that?

73 Grccnwich Avcnuc
Opcn Daily

203-625 9696
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S H O P P I N G  N I G H T  A T  R I C H A R D S

T, '  r , ' r rnJ  ou t  y . ru r  Chr i " rma"  *h , ' J 'p rng
(or your personal wardrobe) add this night

to your calendar. A percentage of ev..y

sale wil l be donated to the Breast Canccr
All iance.
D A I E  &  T I M E :  l ) . . ,  r l t l , L  r  l , r
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A N T I O - U A R I U 5  H O L I D A Y  S O U T I O - U E

A decade-long tradit ion benefi t ing the

Historical Sociery, rhis hol iday boutique

piomises "a fabulc,us :rrray c,f one-of-a-kind

gift  i tems by a selection of well-known,

specialty vendors." The social set can go

on  Tue .Jay  cven ing .  when  a  cash  ha r  i :

' r  ' l  '

. : 1 , ,  l t r . ! . r : t ,  \ i .  i l l

\ r \ ' , 1  ,  l , ,  , , . t i r  . 1 . \ l

:  . t  \ \ '  ,  i .

T H  R  E A D S  A N D  T R  E A D S  J I N G L E  B E L L  J O C

"lVe starred this tradit ion in rhe latc'80s,

when  the  runn ing  boom was  i n  f u l l

swing," says Mickey Yardis, the owner of

Threads and Treads. "Most of our evenrs

are at the beach, so i t 's nice to have a run

from the store." The store provides long-

s l eeve  T ' s  and  ; i ng le  be l l s .  A f t e r  t he

three-mile race, runners warm up at the

store's Christmas party. The Jingle Bell

Jog has never heen canceled. I f  roads are

rcy .  M ickey  w i l l  ca l l  r he  h ighway  J i v i . r . ' n

and they graciously run a spreader around

the course before the race.
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available. Those sceking a day of hisrory

mixed with holiday shopping can combine

the Holiday House Tirur with a visit to the

boutique on Wednesday.
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I . I F E W O R K S

Volunteers at this annual event arrange

over 200 baskets of greens to bring some

holiday cheer to the rooms of St. Luke's

Lifeworks residents. No talent required,

just bring "a good heart and some clippers

and come for f i f teen minutes or two

hours." A l ight lunch wil lbe served.

D A T E  &  T I M E r  I  ) , . .  r r L r r ' t  \  t t  . r  , ,
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I N F O R M A T I O N  &  T  I C  K  E T s :

Now is the time to purchase
a Miele vacuum to keep your
home clean and healthy this
holiday season.

Vinci's Home
Products

Exclusive Miele Showroom

37 East Elm Street
Greenwich, CT 06830
(tust off of Greenwich Avenue)

@ 203.869.1 1 14
' vincishomeproducts.com

Houls: Mon.-Wed., 1oam-7pm; Thuc., 1oam-8pmt Fri., 10am-6pm;
Sat., 1oam-spm; Sun., 12noon-spm

Vacuum Cleaners . Dishwashers . Laundry Systems . Coffee Systems
Cooking Appliances . Refrigerators . Freezers . Wine Storage Units
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