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he first episode of Philly, airing this fall, follows Kathleen Maguire—played by Philly’s

own Kim Delaney—through her day as a criminal defense attorney in the City of
Brotherly Love. The cameras can barely keep up with her as she careens through

the courthouse, from the courtroom (where breasts are bared to the judge and jury) to the
conference room (where a couple have sex on the table) to the bathroom (where one woman
attacks another with a comb) to a jail cell (where Maguire finds herself as both attorney

and inmate). Delaney’s character exudes calm through every turn of events. It is only

at the end of the long day, when she curls up inAbed with her teddy bear, that

we see a softer side of tough-girl Maguire.

“I get teary-eyed just reading the script,” says L.A.-resident Delaney,
who left NYPD Blue at the end of last season. While her

six-season stint as Detective Diane Russell won her critical




acclaim and an Emmy Award
for Best Supporting Actress,
Delaney deserved more of the
spotlight—at least that’s what
NYPD producer Steven Bochco
thought. So he produced a
show specifically for her, based
in her hometown, featuring
her as a divorced woman
(which she is) with a young
son (which she has) with the
contradictory qualities Delaney
portrays best: strong yet vul-

nerable, beautiful yet macho.

| caught up with Delaney, who
had just enjoyed a long hike
on one of her precious days
off, to find out how a kid from
Pennsylvania found her way
from Catholic school to the
Elite modeling agency in New
York to daytime TV and even-

tually primetime prominence.

Was acting a childhood dream for
you?

No, it wasn’t. | wasn’t really sure what
| was going to do. | thought maybe |
would be a court reporter. My father
came home from work one day—he’s
actually the president of the United
Auto Workers in Philadelphia—and
suggested | look into court reporting.
Other people told me to try modeling
during high school.

Which high school did you attend?
Hallahan, the Catholic girl’s school in
Philadelphia.

You weren’t involved in drama in
school?

No, | was really shy in school.

Tell us about your start in the model-
ing world.

Someone sent me to Midri, which was
a modeling agency in Philadelphia.
But | would also go to New York every
day. | had that monthly Metroliner
train ticket. | ended up signing with
the Elite agency up there.

How old were you at the time?

About 17.

What type of modeling jobs were you
doing?

A lot of catalogue, some magazines—
the younger ones, Glamour, Seventeen,
that kind of stuff.

Was modeling your ticket to New York
after high school?

Yes, | met the woman at Elite who
ran the commercial department. She
was with ). Michael Bloom but her
office was near Elite. She had her
stable of girls, and she sent us out
on commercials and also to acting
coaches. When | met Bill Esper, who
was my acting coach in New York, |
just loved acting. | actually stopped
taking any jobs out of town with Elite.
I'd only take jobs in town because
| wanted to be in the class. This all
happened simultaneously.

So your focus switched from modeling
to acting pretty quickly?

Yes, and the first job | did with acting,
All My Children, was my third audition.
It was amazing. | didn't know it at
the time because | had nothing to
compare it to. Obviously through the
years you see the ups and downs, and
that was a really great first job.

How long were you on All My
Children?

Three years. | could have done it
longer—they wanted me to stay—but
1 just wanted to get out there and try
some other stuff. They still ask me to
come back. They're really great.

Does it get monotonous doing a soap
opera?

You know, people have asked me
that, and because it was my first job,
| treated it like | treated school. |
woke up, went to work, came home,
ordered Chinese food and studied
my lines for the next day. | didn’t
find it monotonous. It was really excit-
ing and the people | worked with
were great—Darnell Williams, Debbi
Morgan—we had a really good group
of people.

Was that a good training ground?

It was. | think it was the quality
of the people | worked with. | also
continued to study with Bill Esper the
entire time—Wednesday nights and
weekends. | remember I'd always get
nervous if | was working late on a
Wednesday because | had to get to
class (laughs).

The really big break, NYPD Blue—how
did that come about?

That was a huge gift. It came about at
a time in my life when | really needed
something. | was going through a
divorce. They had actually sent me a
character to read for a few months
earlier, but | wanted to wait for
something better. Then they sent me
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of yourself for everything.




the character of Diane Russell, and |
thought, “This one’s a cool character.”
She was originally only supposed to
do four episodes, but | wanted to give
this one a shot. So | went in and
auditioned along with a lot of other
actors, and went back, and then went
back again. Twice in one day | had
to go in to meet more people. Then
they finally said, “You're hired and
you’re working on Monday.” It was
a process. The hardest part of the
business is that process.

Many actors out there struggle and
Jjust never get that break. What factors
do you think came into play for your
big break?

Well, I've been extremely fortunate.
Most people know you as Detective
Diane Russell. How is she similar to or
different from Kim Delaney?

| think Kim smiles a lot more than
Diane did (laughs). People meet me
in person and they say, “Oh God,
you have a great smilel” She was
very guarded and | don’t think | am.
The vulnerability and the loyalty are
similarities. You always use pieces of
yourself for everything.

Did you ever imagine you'd win an
Emmy?

No, it never was in my head or
thoughts. It was very surreal.

After six seasons, do you feel like
you've left a part of yaurself behind?
Yes, it was very difficult.

Let’s talk about Philly, your new show.
It’s going to be great. It's really excit-
ing. It's a great cast and it’s signature
Steven Bochco—it’s Bochco at his
best. He knows exactly what he’s
doing and what he wants. We shot
the first show already and we were in
Philadelphia in April.

Your character, Kathleen Maguire,
sounds a lot like you.

Irish girl from Philly, divorced, with a
ten-year-old son (laughs)! Yes, | said,

Right now | think my
long-term goal is to try
to enjoy the journey.






“Steven, what are we writing here?”
And she’s the attorney that you were
going to be.

Yeah, it cracks me up. But Steven
loves law. And Alison Cross is writing
it with Steven, so we have a really
strong female writer—the two of them
together are just amazing.

Do you prefer doing drama?

| always end up doing that stuff. It
seems to follow me around.

Will you be doing a lot of shooting
in Philly?

We'll do exteriors in Philly, the same
way we did exteriors in New York
for NYPD. We started on July 23 in
Philadelphia and then we came back
to L.A. to do the other stuff.

Is it fun for you to be back home in
Philadelphia?

It's great.

And your family is still in Philly?

Yes. My parents just moved to New
Jersey, but | have two brothers in
Philadelphia, one brother in New York
and one brother in Jersey. So every-
body is still right around there, and
we all get together whenever I'm
back.

What did your family think about
your career decision, first to go into
modeling and then into acting? Were
they skeptical?

It's a big sports family, and they
were tentative about it because it was
territory that none of us knew. But
because | got extremely lucky early
on, they didn’'t have to go through
so much of the agony that a lot of
parents have to go through.

You've done a lot of movies. Do you
want to talk about any of them?

Each one brings something different.
One TV movie that | did, The Broken
Cord, is where | met my fiancé. He's
the producer, Alan Barnette. It was
about fetal alcohol syndrome and was
based on a true story. True stories

have always been of interest to me. |
like biographies a lot. That's what I'd
like to do next.

Your long-term career goals?

Right now | think my long-term goal
is to try to enjoy the journey. It might
sound corny, but | want to enjoy
the kids—my son and my stepson.
It was really difficult leaving NYPD—I
loved the show and | loved the char-
acter—but this new show is exactly
what | want to be doing right now
in my life. It's the best of television
and it keeps me in LA, so I'm not
on the road traveling. | don't like to
be on the road. I'm in L.A. for the
whole school year and | get a little bit
of time off in the summer. Everything
works for me right now.

And speaking of home, do you think
L.A. will be your home forever?

| don’t think forever. It's where the
work is.

How do you like it compared to New
York and Philly?

| love New York. And the people
in Philly are great; everybody knows
everybody. | think it’s extremely stress-
ful out here. You have to hear about
business constantly, because everyone
out here is in the business in one way
or another. You really have to make
an effort to get away from it, which
| think | do. | come home and | do
homework with my son.

Do you see yourself moving back here
eventually?

| could see myself having a place on
the East Coast. I’'m not sure whether it
would be in Jersey, Philly, or New York,
but | love that side of the country.
What do you miss the most about
Philly?

My family!

Most people say family first, then
Philly cheese steaks...

When | was in high school, | had this
job at a contact lens office in Center

City. Every day | had a cheese steak
with sauce, every single day! | don’t
know how | did that. | couldn’t do
it anymore.

What do you like to do in your free
time?

Pretty much | just hang out with the
kids. | do yoga. I've been into it for
a little while. It's great. It definitely
calms me down.

And how old is your son?

He just turned 11. My stepson is 12.
They're six months apart and best
friends.

Do you plan on having any more?

I'd like to have one more. | have to
figure that out with my scheduling.
But, you know, when it comes down
to everything, it's really the best thing
in life. You get to a point where you
look around and think, this is what’s
really important, family.

When are you getting married?

That's the constant question. We have
all the paperwork done, we have two
houses together, all the stuff for the
kids—all the hard stuff is done. Now
it's just the ceremony. Every year on
hiatus we talk about it, but then we
get really busy.

How many years have you been togeth-
er?

Seven.

How are you spending the day today?
Today I’'m actually at the beach house.
We have a little beach house in Malibu.
That's a way to relax—it takes you
away. My girlfriend came down and
we just had some lunch—that’s why
| was late, we couldn’t figure out
how to turn the barbecue on! Now
we'll probably take a little walk on
the beach. But that’s not most days.
That's a really nice day!

Most days in Kim Delaney’s
future will be spent playing Kathleen
Maguire on Philly. Tune in this fall,
Tuesdays on ABC.

It might sound corny, but | want to enjoy the kids—my son and my stepson. It
was really difficult leaving NYPD—I loved the show and | loved the character—but

this new show is exactly what | want to be doing right now in my life.




